WC Mepham High School




Mr. Zogby

Expectations for Advanced Placement United States History and Government
Welcome!  I sincerely hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing summer vacation.  You are enrolled in Advanced Placement (A.P.) U.S. History and Government, a course which culminates in two major exams: the A.P. U.S. History exam in May and the NYS Regents exam in June.  In order for me to prepare you for these exams as professionally and comprehensively as possible, here is what I expect of you when you come to class:
1.  Be focused.  When you come to class, be prepared to learn.  When the bell rings, you ought to be seated, and ready to begin the “Do Now” assignment.  Lateness to class will not be tolerated.  
2.  Act appropriately.  When you are in class, I expect that you will behave in a manner appropriate for the classroom.  For example:

· Put away phones and texting devices.  Do not take them out during class.  All phones/electronic devices taken out will be confiscated and sent to the assistant principal’s office.
· Respect people who are speaking (teacher and classmates).

· Refrain from using vulgar and crude language to express yourself.

· Raise your hand if you would like to make a contribution to a class discussion or respond to a question.

· Do not interfere with the education of others if you are having a bad day.

· Do not “pack up” when the summary questions are being asked.

3. Be prepared.  Arrive to class each day with a pen and separate folder for APUSH.  

Course Overview

· The Advanced Placement U.S. History course provides an opportunity for secondary students to pursue and receive college-level work completed at the high-school level.  In short, you are taking a college course in a high school setting.  This is a challenging course that requires significant time and effort.  Unit exams are intended to be difficult. 
· You will be expected to read extensively from the assigned text.  Each unit of instruction contains a series of guided questions that may be downloaded from my website.  http://mrzogby.weebly.com In essence, these questions comprise your homework for the unit.  They are due on the day of the unit exam and must be submitted via google docs.  

· Do not procrastinate with respect to the text readings!  Please organize your time wisely.  My recommendation is to complete 5-7 questions each night.  Waiting to do the readings and assignment until the night before is a recipe for failure.   

· Prior to each unit exam, an optional extra help session will take place.  The session will be a “Q&A” format, so if there is material with which you are having difficulty, please bring those questions to the session.  That said, you do not need to wait until then if you are encountering difficulty.  Please refer to my extra help schedule on my website.
· Daily instruction will consist of lectures, activities and discussions.  Be prepared to be engaged!  Education takes place when you are thinking, not passively copying notes.
Grading Policy
Tests, Quizzes, DBQ’s and Projects: 




70% 

Classwork, Participation and Homework:



30%

· Because this is an Advanced Placement Course, your marking period average will be subject to a statistical based curve
· A word about class absence.  If you miss class for ANY reason, you are expected to make up all work, including exams and projects, you miss.  You will be given a reasonable amount of time to make up what you have missed, but you will be held responsible for all material covered during your absence.  
Regarding Plagiarism: Plagiarism is defined as the “taking and using thoughts, writings or ideas from another writer” (or website!) and representing it as one’s own.  Plagiarism is prohibited for all assignments in this class. Any student caught plagiarizing will receive no credit for the assignment; a parent phone call will follow this serious infraction.
· Note: web-based authentication of written work does not determine plagiarized work; I do.

I strongly recommend you get the telephone#/e-mail address of a classmate who can “fill you in” on what you’ve missed.  Let me assure you that I am available to explain and clarify anything you do not understand, but you must approach me.  Please remember, I will be available in Room 344 Tuesdays 7:00-7:20 AM; Wednesdays 2:15-2:45 PM: and Thursdays 2:15-2:35 PM during the “Extra Help” time.  If that is insufficient or problematic, I will be happy to arrange a mutually convenient time during which I can offer my assistance.

I have read, understand and agree to Mr. Zogby’s expectations for class and grading policy.

X________________________________

(your signature)

X________________________________
(signature of parent or legal guardian)

